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March 4, 1904 400 

Decline of cholera in the islands. 

It is very satisfactory to note that for the fourteen days ended Jan- 
uary 16, 1904, there has not been a case of cholera reported in the city 
of Manila. While there is still some cholera in the provinces, a decline 
in the number of cases is to be expected. The history of cholera in 
the islands seems to show that they are not endemic centers for the 
disease. 

Increase in number of plague cases 

The plague situation is not as encouraging as it might be. The advent 
of the season for the reappearance of the disease has also brought with it 
an increase in the number of cases. The septicemic, bubonic, and 

¥neumonic forms seem to occur in about equal proportions at present, 
hree cases of plague occurred in one house, the source of infection 
being probably the same in each case. A number of dead rats were 
pickea up about the premises. 

The body of a Chinaman, dead of plague, was picked up yesterday. 
He had been inoculated with Shiga's prophylactic on December 13, 
1903. This death has somewhat discouraged the health authorities, 
because it is the first authenticated death from plague that has 
occurred in Manila in a person inoculated with the Shiga prophylactic. 

A telegram has also just been received from Asst. Surg. Carroll 
Fox, at Cebu, which stated that a death from plague occurred there 
yesterday. This is the first case reported in Cebu since. October, 1903. 

The following vessels cleared for the United States during the week: 
January 13, 1904, schooner Prosper, for Port Townsend, Wash., ves- 
sel was fumigated with sulphur, crew inspected on board prior to 
sailing; January 15, the U. S. army transport Logan, for San Fran- 
cisco, Cal. This vessel was sent to Mariveles for treatment; 180 crew, 
6 stowaways, and 1,098 steerage passengers were bathed and their 
effects disinfected with steam. 

I have the honor to inclose also a cop}' of a circular letter which 
was issued by this office January 8, 1904. The subject of the same is 
set forth in the circular. 

Report of cholera occurring in provincial towns in the Philippine Islands for the week ended 

January 16, 1904. 
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